
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO

Section 302

1.  Added by vote on November 8, 2016.

(a) If a vacancy in the office of an elective officer occurs by reason of a successful

recall or removal election, the Council shall adopt procedures to fill the vacancy.

(b) If a vacancy occurs in the office of an elective officer for any reason other than a

successful recall or removal election, the following procedures shall apply:

(1) If the vacancy occurs with one year or less remaining in the term, the Council

shall appoint a person to fill the vacant office within 30 days of the office being vacated.

Any person appointed by the Council to fill a vacant office shall not be eligible to run for

that office for the next succeeding term; or,

(2) If the vacancy occurs with more than one year remaining in the term, the Council

shall call a special election to be held within ninety days of the vacancy, unless there is

a municipal or statewide election scheduled to be held within 180 days of the vacancy. If

there is a municipal or statewide election scheduled to be held within 180 days of the

vacancy, the Council may consolidate the special election with that election.

(3) If one candidate receives the majority of votes cast for all candidates in the

special election, the candidate receiving the majority of votes cast shall be deemed to

be and declared by the Council to be elected to the vacant office.

(4) If no candidate receives a majority of votes cast in the special election, a special

run-off election shall be held within 90 days of the first special election, unless there is a

municipal or statewide election scheduled to be held within 120 days of the proposed

special run-off election date, in which case the Council may consolidate the special run-

off election with that election. The two candidates receiving the highest number of votes

cast for the vacant office in the first special election shall be the only candidates for the

vacant office and the names of only those two candidates shall be printed on the ballot

for that office.

(5) The person appointed or elected to fill a vacancy in elective office shall serve in

that elective office for the remainder of the unexpired term.

2.  Amendment on 11-03-2020; effective 12-18-2020.

See current Charter.


